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BOROUGH  OF  DEVIZES 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 
NORTHGATE  HOUSE. 
DEVIZES, 

WILTSHIRE 


To  the  vvorshipful  the  Iviayor,  ilderm^n  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of 

Devizes . 

i r,  ; ayor,  Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  state  of  the 
Public  Health  in  the  Borough  during  the  year  1960. 

Comment  upon  the  quality  and  quantity  of  the  tovm  water  supplies, 
the  arrangements  for  sewage  disposal  and  a description  of  the  public  svirimming 
bath  has  been  requested  by  the  Jiinister  of  Health. 

During  the  year  the  Department  moved  to  Northgate  House,  Ti/here, 
apart  from  greatly  improved  office  accommodation,  car  parking  provision  was 
made;  this  not  »>nly  improves  road  safety,  but  on  market  day  saves  much 
fira  St  ration. 


I wish  to  thank  the  Council’s  Officers  for  their  help  and  the 
Council  and  Committee  Chairmen  for  their  ready  appreciation  of  difficulties 
in  the  Public  Health  field.  I also  acijnoY^ledge  i^he  willing'  help  given  by 
Social  - elf are  ' orkers  such  as  the  Health  Visitors,  the  frea  Welfare  Officer 
and  the  T.  .V.S. 


1 have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

KElfivE'lH  J.  lDAr,;S 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


'i 


' ' ''  ./U’ 


PUBLIC  HEILi'H  STIPP, 


Iied_,cal  Officer  of  Health 

K.Jo  ADM'iL.  i'fP.CoSo,  Loll.CoPoj  L,P„M,  (Univ  ..ond  ) 

Public  Health  Iiispector:- 

K,  mUDEY,  ivhP,H„IJ:„,  Golds,:",,  C,&oLoI,  (San,Eno.  ) 

I-ioyal  Sanitary  Institute  Certificates  for  Meat  and 
other  Poods  Inspection  3.nd  foi  Sanita,ry  Science  as 
applied  to  Buildings  and  Public  Porks, 

Rodent  Operative  : - 

E'oP.  BYEjIEIT  (?a,rt-ti.;ie5  being  shared  vvith  Devizes  Rural  District 
Council) . 

Health  Office  Clerk  : “ 

-RS,  Bo  HILL, 


GPLERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  Acres  , . , . , . . , , . . 

Population  (Registrar  deneral’s  j:stimate) 
lumber  of  dwellings  (including  shops  with 
Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Estimated  Product  of  Id  Ra.te  ...  ... 


1,111.87 

c c n 

« « e ••• 

dv/elling  accoiTUTiodation)2 ,798 

...  £112,7.2 

ill-58 


VIIAL  STATISTICS 


Birth  and  Death  Raxes  co  p^are^T/ith  other  Areas. 
(Births  and  Deaths  per  1^000  jp^opula'ior^ 


Devizes  Borough 
England  and  Wales 
Wiltshire  . , , 

Devizes  Rural  District 


17.37 

17.1 

19.86 

19.92 


Deatn  Ra.te. 


9.55 

11.5 

10.25 

8.44 


In  calculating  Birth  and  Death  Rates,  arua  comparability  factors  are  issued 
by  the  Registrar  General  to  "coirect"  irregularities  in  the  age  and  sex 
structure  of  the  population,  and  also  to  take  into  account  any  high  mortality 
due  to  the  presence  of  res. dential  institutions. 
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Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29159167 


Births  and  Inl’antile  Deaths 


Legitimate 

Illegitii'.iate 

Total 

hale 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Live  Births 

68 

67 

3 

2 

140 

Still  Births 

- 

5 

- 

5 

Deaths  undei'  1 year 

2 

1 

- 

1 

4 

Deaths  under  4 weeks 

1 

1 

- 

1 

3 

Deaths  under  1 week 

1 

1 



1 

3 

Infantile  i _ojr ^1  i 


The  infantile  mortality  rate  is  the  number  of  deaths  among  infants  of 
under  one  yeai-  of  age  per  1,000  registered  live  births.  There  ^vere  4 
deaths  among  infants  under  one  year  of  age  to  lifO  births  in  the  area. 

Tills  is  too  small  a figure  to  calculate  for  comparative  purposes,  an 
accurate  infantile  mortality  rate.  The  national  rate  is  21.7  deaths  among 
i.rd'ants  under  one  year  of  age  per  thousand  live  births  and  the  V/iltshire  rate 
is  19.4. 

COMI^IU^  CABLE  DISEASES 


The  foj.lo'  ing  in:. ectious  diseases  were  notified  duri-ng  the  yeai’:- 


7 hooping  Cough  

Scarlet  fever  ...  . . . 

Measlc;s  . . ... 

Tuberculosis (Respiratory) 


28 

11 

2 

2 


Di;ghtherj^a . 

rpidemics  of  this  disease  have  occurred  lately  in  the  London  area,  High 
R'ycombe  and  Tfalthamstov,-. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Diphtheria  carriers  area.:ong  us  again. 

To  Devizes  parents  I would  advise 

"Over  the  years  you  have  done  well  in  ^..etting  your  children  imiriunised. 

If  you  value  their  safety  do  not  relax  this  pi-ece,ution  no:.  The  prevention 
of  diphtheria  is  still  in  j^our  hands  - the  controi  of  an  epidemic  is  in  mine. 

you  need  not  fear 

the  age  of  2 years 

ana  eoostea  again  at  tne  age  of  3 years.  " 


_he  resulLs  of  youi  job  are  more  satisfac.ory  than  mine. 

"If  e can  maintai:.  seven  children  in  ten  immun3_sed, 
a recurrence  of  Diphtheria  in  the  Devizes  area. 

■'GhilcLen  should  be  inaunised  in  infancy,  boosted  at 
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Th.  County  Council  offer  an  iir*' uni  sation  scheme  and  ‘J.  am  inaebted  to 
the  Councy  Itedicai  Off'cei  o±  Health  for  the  follov/ing  flgui'es 


Chi-uien  inuyr.n  Lsed  for  first  time  1958 

1959 

I960  i 

Aged  less  than  one  year 

87 

no 

90  ; 

■ Aged  one  to  four  j^ears 

19 

23 

31  : 

Aged  f-lvc  to  nine  years 

j 

3 

5 

12  i 

Children  receiving  boosting 
Aged  one  to  four  years 

injections 

29 

' 

37 

_ . ; 

47 

A;ged  five  to  nine  years 

28 

60 

79 

Aged  ten  to  fourteen  years 

- 

1 

10  ; 

1 

li7ho oping  Cough 

28  cases  of  this  disease  yyere 

notified  during 

the 

year  ai.d  it  is 

likely  that 

many  more  did  occur  but  were  not  di 

agnosed  because 

the 

symptoms  were  modified 

by  previous  vaccinaton;  indeed,  without  the  Ihooping  cough  Vaccination  routines 
it  -IS  likely  that  this  year  ,;ouj_d  have  seen  a very  serious  epidemic,  with  an 
aftermath  of  lung  complications  a.nd  deaths. 

"^t  is  distressing  to  see  that  six  ca.ses  of  , hooping  Cough  occurred  in 
chiici'ei:  "iider  the  age  oi'  six  months.  This  only  serves  to  underline  hoy/ 
irLi''ectiov.s  the  di-sease  .'.s,  how  soon  any  passive  i/miunity  fro-'  the  mother  is 
lost  by  the  ch  Id,  and  ho'w'  impoi'’tant  it  is  to  begin  vaccination  against  the 
disease  b^-  the  second  or  third  month  after  birth. 

^nder  the  ''.'iltshire  County  Couiicil  scheme  the  following  number  of  children 
v.ere  vaccinated  a.^ainst  Vhooping  Cough  for  the  first  time : - 

Ciiildren  Immunised  for  first  time 

Aged  less  than  one  year 
A-ged  one  to  lo  r yea-rs 

Smallpox . 

The  follo'.-ing  vaccinations  against  small-ox  ■;  re  given  during  the  year;- 

-r.ge  G-roup  Under  1 . 1 2-1-  5-14  15  or  over 

Vaccinations  100  3 4 6 5 

Re-vaccinationr  - - 1-3  23 


1958 

1 '59 

i960 

73  ' 

108 

. 2 

18  : 

21 

30 
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Tuberculosis 


Tv/o  notifications  of  this  disease  we^e  received  during  the  year. 

The  fight  r.g,  inst  this  iniccoion  continues  and  1 am  pleased  to  say  that 
no  case  of  tuberc.-losis  likely  to  be  due  to  infected  milk  has  occurred;  this 
is  likely’  to  be  due  to  the  tuberculosis  eradication  campaign  in  the  local 
cattle  and  to  milk  sampling  \;hich  morlhly  checks  the  cleanliness  and  safety 
of  milk  and  the  adequacy  of  pasteurisation 

_he  Letting  Committee  are  also  ell  awa_e  of  the  dangei-s  which  over- 
cro-i/ding  beings  to  the  spread  of  th'.s  disease  and  were  good  enough,,  during 
the  year^  to  revise  a points  system  for  the  allocation  of  houses,  allowing 
adequate  prominence  to  be  given  to  medical  reasons  for  re-housing. 

The  County  Council  continues  to  offer  vaccinat  ,Lon  to  ip  year  old 
children  against  the  disease  and  have  extended  the '■  r vaccination  programme 
to  include  older  children  and  those  at  Lending  Teachers*  Training  Colleges. 
Only  children  who  have  not  alreadj^  had  their lirst  infection  of  tuberculosis 
when  younger  are  vaccina.ted.  This  procedure  is,  of  course,  subject  to 
parental  consent. 

The  vaccination  is  performed  against  the  certainty  that  the  child  v/ill 
come  into  contact  with  the  in  ection  during  the  next  ten  years  or  so,  since 
by  the  age  of  25  - 30  years  most  persons  in  England  have  received  their  first 
natural  ir^  ection  of  tuberculosis.  Parents  cn  not  often  realise  this 
important  point. 

Pjo_l  1 omy  fli  t ^ . 

Ko  case  of  this  disease  was  notified. 

The  County  Council  Vaccination  Crmipaign  v/as  extended  to  all  persons 
under  hO  years  of  age.  Three  doses  of  vaccine  aie  necessa.ry  and,  contrary 
to  popular  belies , each  cose  contains  the  same  quantity  of  vaccine. 


rrucellosis . 


This  disease  was  made  notifia.vle  for  a period  of  three  years  from 
1st  October,  195£ ; no  notifications  wire  received  during  the  year. 
cev!.ral  routii:e  milk  samples  shov/ed  positive  ring  tests;  this  merely 
demonstrated  that  cow's  have  been  infected  with  Brucella  in  the  past,  but 
the  tests  do  not  necessarily  prove  that  the  cows  are  giving  infected  milk, 
indeed  weal:  positive  ring  tests  may  be  given  after  S 19  vaccination  of  the 
cattle.  i7o  positive  biological  tests  for  Tracella  abortus  in  routine  milk 
samples  wmre  obtained  during  the  year, 

Scailet  Pever 


Eleven  cases  of  Sea. let  Pever  occurred;  this  disease  continues  to  be 

mild. 
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The  Prevention  of  I-n'ectious  Disease. 


It  is  the  duty  of  this  Council  to  control  and  prevent  the  spread  of 
infectious  d- senses  and  a multitude  of  routine  duti.es  under  the  Public  Health 
lots,  the  Food  Hygiene  Lc^^oilr.tions  etc.  are  d.i.rected  to  this  end. 

orkin^  closely  with  these  measures,  the  County  Council  personal  health 
sei'vices  help  to  pi  event  the  appearance  of  iniections  in  the  individual  by 
artii’icially  crea.ting  .'.mv..unity  agarnst  them.  Artificial  immun.i.ties  now 
include  dexonce  ag.'inst  edphtheria,  whooping  cough,  tuberculosis,  poliomyelitis, 
and  s.  allpox.  This  year,  a sixth  weapon  v/as  added  to  the  ariaouiy,  iriirnun.i.sation 
against  tetanus;  this  vaccinati.. n is  usually  given  with  whooping  cough  and 
diphtheria  prophjdaxis  and  does  not  necessarily  mean  an  inaivn.dual  must  have 
more  injections.  In  a rural  cor.m.'unity,  defence  agadnst  tetanus  imection  is 
well  forth’.,  nil e . 

As  it  as  ;0  important  that  these  i.ethods  of  preventing  iniectious 
diseases  should  be  given  every  encouragement  I was  extremely  pleased  that 
discussion  about  a nc..'  Clin_c  was  rc -opened  during  the  yeai . There  are  many 
proper  Lies  '.  hich  are  unfit  . nder  the  Housing  Act,  near  the  centre  of  Devizes, 
md  lx  sliould  not  prove  too  cdfficult  to  find  a suitable  site. 


CA.UCAS  QP  DEATH. 

Lung  Cancer 

Three  deaths  were  caused  by  Lung  C.ncoi-  during  the  yean  and  the  national 
Death  Eats  still  cli...bs  steeply,  ’.vith  no  innication  that  the  peak  is  reached. 
In  1939  Lung  Cancer  deaths,  nationally,  totalled  21,063.  One  thousand,  two 
hundred  and  forty  three  more  than  in  1958.  There  is  also  a.  ti'cmendous 
cdfference  in  the  incidence  of  death  bet’.reen  the  sexes,  the  ratio  being  about 
six  men  c.y±n^  to  every  one  woman , 

The  stadistical  correla.tion  betv.'een  Lung  Cancer  and  smoking  is  v/ell 
ioicwn,  even  by  school  cidldi-en.  The  tragedy  is  tha.t  many  chiidx-en  start  off 
on  their  "t^.'enty  year  incubation  period"  at  the  age  of  12  or  13  years,  so 
that  ■ e may  expect,  iis  the  1970 's,  the  age  distribution  of  the  disease  to 
include  r.ore  dy'.ng  in  the  younger  age  groups,  i.e.  AO  - A5  years. 

Coronary  Disease 


Ccronar^'  disease,  fAich  _3  ci.e  of  the  principal  sources  of  ill-health 
and  tre-mature  deat.'.  -.r.  mi._ale-age^  has  caused  22  deaths  nn  the  ai-ea. 

The  incidence  of  Coronary  disec  se  is  risin.g  nationally. 
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BOROllG 

female 

I-'ifectxous 

D1.SGCS0 ! 00*  o*«  oc« 

. . . 

9 c • « 0 • 

i:il 

Nil 

irr.tor' 

DlLSt:.^. S6  0 0 » « « 0 c c 

• 00  • n « 

Tuberculosis  = . 

* 0 0 

• 0 « » 0 0 

1 

Nil 

Pneumonia  . , 

0 0 0 

♦ . y » 0 « 

7 

3 

Other  ...  ... 

. . . 

2 

Nil 

C?-nccr ; 

Stomach  . . ... 

000 

* • 0 • • 0 

3 

3 

... 

0 0 • 

00c  0 # 0 

3 

Nil 

Breast  . . ... 

• 0 0 

c 0 c e » © 

Nil 

3 

Other  ^ . . ... 

• 9 0 

. , . 

1 

6 

Keai't ; 

COitOi'lKY  DISE.i  SE 

000 

« 0 « 0 9 • 

15 

7 

Brain  Haemorrhage 

« 0 

0 0 c • • 

5 

IZ.- 

Other  heart  and 

circulatory  disease 

. . . 

13 

3 

i^Xo.'OG'fctS  • 

Nil 

Nil 

G-£.stritis , 

Enteritis  Diarrhoea  . . 

. . . 

. . . ... 

Nil 

1 

Concer.it  cl 

halfornations  ...  ... 

. . . 

« • 0 • « • 

Nil 

1 

Motor  Vehicle  Occidents  . c . « . c 

0 c 

• 0 0 d 0 0 

Nil 

Nil 

Other  Accidents  . . ...  ...  ... 

9 0 0 

• 0 » 9 0 0 

2 

Nil 

Suicide 

...  ...  ...  .. 

9 9 0 9 0 0 

1 

Nil 

Cxher  defir 

led  and  ill-defined  diseases  . 

. . 

9 9 9 9 0 0 

7 

13 

6o 


TOTiiL 


36 


! ■ 


"V ; 


■>; 


■ ; ■ 
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HOU£^.G 

Analysis  of  Housin^;^  L'eir.and  j^s  at__^31s't__ 

One -b  e dr  o^'  dvv_e llir.^s 

luj'.ibcr  of  a’.pll cants  \ lio  could  be  suitably 

accor:raodated  in  onc-bedroor'.ed  cavollings  ...  ...  143 

Add  nunber  of  ^exsons  no\.’  living  in  thioe- 
bedi'oonied  Council  housi^s  v.ho  coulu  be  suitably 

trc.nsf erred  to  a onc-bedi'-ooraed  d\,elling  ..c  ..o  66 


Total  denand  fox-  one-bedrooiaed  accommodation  o«c  c <, « 209 

Subtract  approximate  number  of  one-bcciroo  ed  dvellings 
present  and  i^utui-e  buildung  schemes  are  planned  to 
provide  : - 

Caen  Hill  110 
i-.von  Terrace  40 

150  _150 

Apparent  deficiency  of  one-bedx'oomed  dwellings  59 


T^TO  OX'  thr  ee -bedrooned  dv  e ly. ngs , 

Number  of  applicants  ' ho  co'uld  be  suitably 

acconmodated  in  t:  o ci'  three-bedroomed  dvvellings  o . . ...  102 

Subtract  number  of  thi  ee-bedi''oomed  houses  nou 
occupied  but  vdiich  could  be  released  by  suitable 

Transfers  ...  ...  66 


Total  demand  for  tro  or  three-bedroomed  dv/ellings  . , ...  36 

Subrract  approxir.iate  number  of  two  or  three-bedroomed 
d..ellings  pi’csent  and  future  buij.oing  schee.es  are 
plaiuxed  to  provide  ;- 

Caen  Hill  60  60 


Apparent  sui^prus  of  4.  o or  threc-bedx-oomed  dvvellings  ..  ...  24 

In  considering  this  "surplus'"  of  tvo  or  thiee-bedrocnied  dv/ellings,  it 
should  be  borne  in  mind  that  - 

■ l)  a number  of  applicants  could  not  af'ford  to  pay  the  economic 
rent  of  the  Caen  Hill  dv/ellings  - 

(2)  Some  tenants  v/ho  could  be  suitably  transferred  to  a one- 
bodroomed  dv  eiling  may  not  wish  to  move 

(3)  A numb  r of  persons  at  present  living  in  pi'’operty  ripe  for 
slum-clearance  action  have  not  necessarily  applied  to  be 
re-heuseu. 
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Slum  Clocrancc . 

Dui'ing  the  year  representations  were  inade  i'or  action  to  be  tsken  under 
rhe  Kous  ng  lots  on  two  blocks  oi'  properties  fronting  on  New  Park  Street 
and  Cler.i\.nc.  Areas  '..ore  declaied„ 

_P1  arming  and  _Re- development 

Vork  on  the  ne'o  to-race  blocks  of  thi  cc  bodroomed  houses  at 
Bricldey  Lane  was  completed  during  the  year..  The  next  housing  scheme  to 
coEiii’.ence  'i.ill  be  forty^  one-beei-oomed  flats  at  Avon  Terrace  and  tenders 
were  received  for  this  •.  ork  at  the  close  of  the  yo.'^'r., 

Pi-ovisuonal  plans,  sett  ng  out  a sche.-e  for  the  Cac-n  Htiill  site  v/ere 
approved  d.  idng  the  year,  v:h  ch  include  the  building  of  26  pa-j.rs  of  three 
bedroomed  semi-detached  houses,  8 terraced  houses,  6d  single-bedioomed, 
three-storey  flats  and  2^  singde-bedroomed  two-storey  flats. 

Three  bun  gcll  'J'tV  S cll’  e being  built  at  Bricksteed  Avenue  from  monies  anu 
land  obtained  fro  ■ the  bequests  of  the  late  hr.  S.H.i/ard. 

It  •..’ouid  be  v.^-ong  to  conclude  this  section  ■'.■/ithout  mentioning  the 
great  pro^jress  made  by  the  County  Council  and  the  Contractors  in  building 
the  new  Ju:.ior  School  at  Nursteed.  Tremendous  interest  is  shovm  by  an 
appreciative  public  in  such  a schc-me  and  ma.ny  parents  have  asked  me 
questions  about  it. 


QUALITY  AND  QUANTITY  OF  ?7ATER  SUPPLIES 

Ihere  is  ample  quantity  of  potable  water  for  the  tow/n.  "t  is  not 
lead  solvent  and  the  water  is  chlorinated  at  sourci^..  The  ravj  v/ater  has 
bee::  sampled  on  several  occasions  and  the  rc-sults  are  set  out  below  :- 


U 1 -clTl.orjuoa_t e d s ^pl e s 

from  Bourton  Purping  Station  Rising  1' 

'/Iain. 

31.12.58. 

21.1.59. 

31.1.5Si 

3.2.5 

Probe bl^  number  of 

Colifom  bacilli, 
AacCordcey  2 days. 

5 

180+ 

Nil 

Nil 

Probable  number  of 
3act.  coli  (Type  l) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

The  samples  show  intermittc-nt  polution  with  non-faecal  organisms  and 
the  results  are-  cons  stent  w .th  thone  found  in  small  rural  supplies  before 
chi o ri na t i o n . 

“t  is  not  posei.ie  to  sampj-e  the  raw/  water  and  get  a trno  reacang 
without  stcppiixg  the  chlorinators  for  several  hours  as  the  chlorine  is 
delivered  by  hose  to  the  foot  oi  the  boi'esj  therefore,  regular  sampling 
of  raw  water  is  nob  practised. 
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Th:  eo  rantt^-i-s  reqviii  e coin,  eiit 

1.  Bg-cteriologiccl 

Six  s£..ples  seiit  for  bacteriological  aiial^rsis  in  I96O; 

all  ;,are  taken  from  taps  in  the  to'.;n  and  none  showed  evidence 
of  pollution, 

2 . icijinc^’  of^l’luorijies . 

leviats  diinlcing  \;ater  at  both  Shopheid’s  Shore  and  Bourton 
sources  coi:tains  natural  fluoride  at  approximately  one-tei-ith 
part  per  million.  It  is  now  recognised  that  this  level  is  too 
lovv  to  prevent  CLtntal  deca3''  and  that  the  best  concentration  of 
fluoilde  is  one-part  per  million.  So  e waters  contain  this 
concentration  naturally  end  at  Anglesey,  Kilmarnock  and  katford 
fluoiide  is  added  to  raakc  up  the  best  level  artificially.  It  is 
interesting  that  just  as  in  some  under-developed  Countries,  various 
vitamin  deficiencies  in  the  diet  still  exu-st,  we  in  this  Country 
caniiot  yet  obtain  in  our  diet  the  correct  quantity  of  a nutiient 
for  healthy  teeth  - fluoride;  worse  still,  we  accept  the  high  level-. 
of  dental  decay  at  present  in  the  population  as  inevitable. 

3.  Kardn^^, 

From  chemice,!  analysis  made  in  1^57 s 'the  y^ater  is  hard.  Figures 
in  parts  per  million  for  samples  taken  28th  September,  1957  from 
the  Shepherd" s Shore  and  Bourton  sources  are  set  out  in  the  tables 
shov.'n  overleaf. 
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i.n?,lysis  of  V/rtei 


I 


Bourton 

Boreholes 


i 

I Shepherds  Shore  I 

! Deep  Wells  and  Adits.  • 


pFhysical  Examination 

Appearance  

^ 0 • 

Clenr 

ai:d 

bright 

Clear 

and  bright. 

Taste  

Smell  . . ....  . . 

deneral  Ch emi c al^  Ex aml_._a t i o_; ; . 

Reaction,  pH  . . ...  

Free  Carbon  Dioxide  as  CO2 

a 0 a 

None 

None 

7.3 

9 parts  ;er  million 

hone 

None 

7.2 

22  parts  per  million 

Ammonia.cai  liitrogen,  as  N . 

V 0 a 

less 

tho.n 

.005  parts 

0.04 

tt 

tl 

.--ibuminoid  ■ itrogen,  as  N . 

per 

less 

million 

th:  n .005  parts 

0.007 

It 

Si 

l'.‘iti'o.*s  litrogen,  as  N . . . . 
a.itric  I\'itrog,en,  as  H ... 

per 

Nil 

1.4  p 

million 

arts  per  million 

i‘"!inute 
1.0  pa 

trr 

rts 

ce 

per 

million 

Haidness  (state  test  used  - 
Alkalini-cy  an^  E1.IT:  as  CaCO^) 
tempo  I'a.ry 

0 a a a 

aaaa 

203  p 

arts 

per  million 

256  pa 

rts 

per 

million 

permanent 

. . . 

30 

tl 

It 

24 

i; 

1! 

tt 

Permanganate  figure  (4  hours, 
a s 0 .... 

c0°  I-), 

.... 

0.18 

K 

tt  ft 

.02 

It 

tt 

tt 

AlkrTLinity,  as  CaCO^  , . . 

— 

203 

!l 

II  It 

-36 

S) 

t? 

tl 

TotaJ.  Solids  ....  .... 

a 0 a a 

270 

?? 

tt  tf 

360 

tt 

It 

tt 

' mineral  Analysis. 

Cc^  aae*  •««« 

aaaa 

88 

ti 

V tt 

102 

It 

II 

I! 

lagnesium,  as  V.g  . 

3 

tt 

It  t: 

5.5 

It 

fl 

11 

Sodium,  as  2Ja  ....  .... 

3 

u 

It  tf 

11 

'■ 

St 

tl 

Carbonate,  as  CO^  . .... 

aaaa 

122 

s; 

IT  t: 

154 

vt 

tl 

1? 

Chloride,  as  Cl  T..  .... 

aaca 

10 

»? 

??  tt 

10.5 

I! 

It 

tt 

Sulphate,  as  SO,  ..  .... 

a a <.  a 

15 

r. 

t!  II 

32 

It 

?) 

It 

hitraae,  as  120,“.  . .... 

aaaa 

6 

i\ 

71  tt 

4.5 

r. 

tt 

t? 

Iron  ....  ....  .... 

a a a 

0.01 

?i 

ii  1? 

0.15 

tt 

tt 

Tt 

r X'XdS  a .aa  aaaa  aaca 

aaaa 

0.11 

n 

V,  ?I 

0.0, 

tl 

Tl 

i 


St’  Jtl’  :■■■£  o 


Sev/r.ge  from  the  Town  is  treated  c.t  two  Sewage  Works.  The  Brickley 
L;..::.e  - Eastleigh  Road  - Nursteed  aiea  drains  to  a Works  shared  v/ith  Roundway 
Hospital  and  the  reraainder  ax'  the  town  with  the  Barracks,  Roundway  Park 
Estate  and  the  London  Road,  drains  to  the  main  Sewage  Works  at  Bath  Road. 

Rwundv.ay  Hospital  Sewage  V/orks  has  foi'’  many  years  been  quite  inadequate 
to  treat  the  volume  of  sewage  received  by  it.  In  Apiil,  1:60  and  January, 
1561  the  oxygen  demand  of  its  effluent  (B..0„D,)  -was  100  and  60  pa,rts  per 
million  respectively.  The  recommended  x'igure  is  less  than  20  parts  per 
million.  The  concentration  of  suspended  solids  v/as  also  greatly  in  excess 
of  desj.rable  standards.  Extensions  to  this  Works  are  nov/  in  progress  and 
it  is  1-Oped  that  the  Scheme  v/ill  be  com^^leted  by  1962, 

l-he  Bath  Road  Sewage  Works  can  be  said  to  be  working  almost  to  maximum 
capacity.  In  April  I96O  and  January  I96I  samples  of  effluent  have  shown 
an  oxj'gen  demand  (B.O.D,)  of  l+G  and  21  parts  per  million  respectively.  The 
concentration  of  suspended  solids  is  also  slightly  higher  than  x'ecommended 
standards  because  owing  to  the  mechod  of  construction  of  the  Works,  only 
part  of  the  effluent  can  be  passed  through  the  humus  tanks.  The  final 
effluent  is  iridgated  over  60  acres  of  agricultural  land  in  the  Whistley 
Road  area. 

If  further  large  estates  such  as  Caen  Hill  add  their  quota  of  sei/age 
to  be  treated  at  these  Works,  it  is  likely  that  extensions  to  the  Bath  Road 
iewage  Works  will  be  required. 
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Fi:3:zo  s'Kh--  im  POOL 


The  Swimming  Pool  wes  constructed  in  1930,  at  a cost  of  £3,900,  on  a 
site  do:.ated  by  Lord  Rounawry;  it  is  a rectangular  open-air  pool,  measuring 
one-hundred  feet  by  thirth-five  and  holding  125,000  gallons  of  water..  The 
deptli  varies  from  3*0"  to  S'6".  The  construction  is  of  reinforced  concrete; 
the  area  arcuiid  the  pool  xs  paved  and  surrounded  by  a concrete-block  boundary 
w'all.  There  is  an  engine  ioom,  changing  roon.s,  lavatories  and  office 
accommodation  on  the  site  and  entry  from  the  changing  rooms  to  the  pool  is 
via  loot  baths. 

The  pool  is  emptied  and  re-filled  each  season  fiom  the  town’s  di-inking 
vrater  mains.  This  v;ater  supply  is  obtained  from  virells  and  adits  in  chalk, 
or  ooreholes  in  greensand.  The  water  in  the  pool  is  treated  by  continuous 
sand  fwltrarion,  such  that  the  total  volume  of  water  is  passed  through  the 
filters  once  every  eight  hours.  After  filtration,  the  water  is  chlorinated 
and  aerated  vrith  a cascade  before  re-entr^^  to  the  pool  and  scum  channels  are 
situated  arou.'.d  the  v/alls  at  "cop  water  level. 

T^.e  bottom  ..s  s^vept  daily  with  weighted  brushes  a.nd  chlorination  is 
varied,  depending  upon  the  number  of  bathers,  to  give  a constc.nt  0,2  parts 
per  million  at  the  pool  outlet.  The  Department  has  checked  this  figure 
occasionally  and  I wish  to  com.pliment  the  pool  attendant  on  the  i act  that  the 
coi’rect  reading  has  alwa^’s  been  found. 

The  bacteriological  examination  of  the  water  is  as  follo^rs:- 


• 1 

■ 1 

23rd  June  i960. 

22nd  August  I960. 

1 Plate  Count  Yeastrel  Agar  i 

! 21.  hrs.  37o  C aerobically  nil  per  ml. 

nil  per  ml. 

Probable  no.  coliform  bacilli 

, r'acCorLcey  2 days  37°C  i nil  per  100  ml. 

nil  per  100  ml. 

Probable  number  Bact.  Coli  1 

1 1)  1 nil  per  100  m.l. 

nil  per  100  ml. 

In  the  sections  dealing  with  Planning,  Housing,  Vfater,  Sewerage 
and  the  Public  Swimming  Pool,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  acknowledge 
the  assistance  of  lir.  R.E.  Paget,  Borough  Surveyor,  and  Mr.  J.E, 
riepkins,  Borough  Housing'  Officer. 


oooooOooooo 
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TELEPHONE:  DEVIZES  24 


BOROUGH  OF  DEVIZES 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 
NORTHGATE  HOUSE. 
DEVIZES, 

WILTSHIRE 


T:-IE  public  health  inspector's  AMvTJAL  ilEPORT  1960 


Lr.  k'ayor,  jjC.dies  and  G-entlcmen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  ray  tvi:elfth  Annual  Report. 

Food  premises  have  received  a good  deal  of  attention  throughout  the  year 
with  raany  noticeable  improvements.  Emphasis  has  been  particularly  directed 
to  the  protection  of  food  on  display  and  it  can  be  seen  that  the  majority  of 
food  premises  in  Devizes  are  now  equipped  with  glass  screens.  Several  market 
traders  use  cellophane  to  cover  food,  with  good  hygienic  results,  but  efforts 
to  persuade  others  to  provide  screens  for  fish,  meat  and  fruit  have  not  been  so 
rewarding,  the  chief  obstacles  boing  the  cost  of  insts-llation,  risk  of  breakage 
and  t^e.sy  detachment. 

liany  licensed  premises  weie  inspected  and  improvements  carried  out. 

Beer  cellars  have  been  most  neglected  by  certain  Publicems  w'here  cleanliness 
seems  to  them  to  be  of  no  importance.  In  some  cases  the  sanitary  conveniences 
are  of  a low  standard  or  inadequate. 

Tolerable  standards  of  hygiene,  v/ith  progressive  advances  in  health 
education  of  food  handlers  and  the  improvem.ent  of  food  premises,  can  only 
be  achieved  by  constant  endeavour  through  frequent  visits  and  informa.l  talks. 

There  are  many  old  houses  in  Devizes  which,  although  not  condemna.ble 
under  the  Housing  Acts,  are  inconvenient,  obsolete,  and  because  of  their 
cramped  dimensions,  incapable  of  being  fully  mcdernised.  These  must,  inevitably, 
continue  to  be  lived  in  by  dissatisfied  tenants,  who  rightly  hold  the  viev/  that 
a cathrcom,  internal  water  closet  and  proper  food  storage  accommodation  are 
everybody's  right. 

i.y  appreciation  is  extended  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health 
and  .Ljotting  Committee,  for  their  consideration  and  support  which  they  have  so 
millirigly  given  at  all  times  in  solving  thp.  ino,ny  problems  which  arise  from  time 
tc  time. 


I am,  I'ir.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 
Your  obedient  Serva,nt, 

K.  WILDEY 

Public  Health  Inspector 
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Food  Premises 


There  are  1 60  food  premises  in  the 
have  stalls  in  Devises  harket. 


Borough, 


excluding  traders  who 


Food  premises 
the  Milk  and  Da.iries 


registered  under  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act, 
(G-eneral)  Regulations,  1959:- 


1 955 


Fried  Fish  i Prepared  Meat 

Shops  i Premises 

Dairies 

Premises  for 
sale  of  ice-cream 

4 ! 10 
j 

4 

40 

Two  dealers  are  registered  for  manufacturing  ice-cream;  both  produce 
icc -cream  b}’’  the  cold  mix  method. 


^!ilk  Samrling 


Samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the  Pathologist  at  Salisbury  for 
testing,  the  results  were  as  follovirs 


Test 

Results 

Methylene  Blue 

Satisfactory 

64 

( for  keeping  quality 

Unsatisfactory 

and  cleanliness) 

Bottles  broken 

in  transit 

2 

Bacteriological 

Satisfactory 

19 

(for  presence  of 

Unsatisfactory 

- 

tuberculosis) 

1 

Unknown 

guinea  pigs  died  of 
intercurrent  infection. 


I'ine  washed  bottles  w'ere  submitted  for  a cleanliness  test,  all 
of  which  were  within  the  cleanliness  standard. 
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Lit  t Inspection 


The  Central  Wiltshire  Bacon  Factory  which  closed  on  the 
4th  Octobei-,  1560  v-as  the  only  slaughterhouse  operating  in  the  Borough. 
The  4,636  pigs  sla.ughtcred  up  to  that  period  v/ere  inspected  post- 
mortem, according  to  the  method  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Food 
Memorandum  ji/l.cat 


Pig/Ca  rcases/Organs  or  parts  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption  wer^.  as  follows  : - 


Whole  pigs 
Parts  of  Carcases 
E- ads 

Internal  organs 


Tuberculosis 


1 

97 


All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 


5 

3 

247 


Percentage  of  number 
ins  .ected  affected 


1 .809 


r/c 


5»  66v 


>/0 


were 


Carcases  condemned  due  to  diseases,  other  than  tuberculosis 


Pyaemia 
Septicaemia 
Acute  Fever 
Malignant  neoplasms 
Oedema 


. . 4 
..  1 
..  1 
..  2 
. . 1 


The  Diseases  of  A_nimals 


Order , 


There  are  orJ.y  tv/o  pig  breeders  in  the  Borough  who  collect  and 
boil  waste  food  for  animal  feeding.  These  premises  have  been  visited 
once  a month  owing  to  the  number  of  outbreaks  of  foot  and  mouth  disease 
in  Wiltshire  and  the  adjoining  Counties.  The  temperature  of  the  steam 
boiling  operations  were  checked  on  several  occasions  and  always  found  to 
be  satisfactory.  Cleaning  and  lime-washing  of  walls  and  ceilings  of 
the  boiling  sheds  of  both  premises  viere  done  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
year. 
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C ondemned  Foo d 


The  follov7ing  food  has  been  inspected  and  confiscated  as  unfit 
for  human  consumption  : - 


Canned 

Food 

No. 

Bottled 

Food 

No. 

Packets 

No. 

Baby  Food 

5 

Cockles 

2 

Jelly 

1 

Barley 

2 

Ja.ra 

6 

Nestea 

1 

Bournvita 

1 

Marmalade 

2 

Suet 

1 

cream 

2 

Sunfresh 

rice  pudding 

15 

Squash 

3 

coffee 

1 

kiiicemeat 

1 

fruit 

80 

Paste 

1 

fish 

5 

Quosh 

1 

milk 

36 

meat 

104 

Milo 

1 

fruit  pudding 

1 

h’escafe 

1 

Ovaltine 

1 

sweet  corn 

1 

spaghetti 

1 

soup 

15 

vegetables 

104 

chicory 

2 

Food  Poisoning 


Ko  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  during  the  yearo 


HOUSIilG- 

The  following  improvement  gra,nts  have  been  received  and  dealt 
with  by  the  Devizes  Borough  Council  under  the  Housing  Acts  1949-1  959 • 


Discretionary  C-rants  1951  - 1 960 


No . of 
appli- 
cations 
received 

No,  of 
appli- 
cations 
approved 

No.  of 

Schemes 

completed 

No.  of 
Schemes 
in- 

progress 

No.  of 
Schemes 
outstand- 
ing. 

Total 
cost  of 
proposed 
schemes 

n 

.'O  • 

Total 

grants 

Offer- 

ed 

r 

'JU  0 

Grant  s 
Paid 

£. 

22 

21 

13 

3 

5 



7,906 

3,171 

2,351  « 

±n  addition  to  the  above,  24  A.lms  Houses  v/ere  modernised  at  a 
cost  of  £3,835- 
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standard  G-rants  1 960 


No.  of 
appli- 
cations 

Grant  up 
to  a 

maximum  of 

No.  of 

Schemes 

Completed 

No . of 
Schemes 
in 

Progress 

No 

. of  Amenities  provided  when 
schemes  completed,, 

Bath 

Hot 

Water 

Supply 

V4C. 

Larder 

Yifash 

Basin 

12 

■ei  ,395 

8 

4 

8 

12 

5 

6 

5 

Improvement  grants  have  given  very  little  inducement  to  ovmers 
to  modernise  rented  dwellings..  The  majority  of  the  schemes  reported 
above  are  for  owner-occupied  property. 

Progress  Returns  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  Local  G-overnment 


Number  of  Houses  demolished  :- 

Displaced 

Displaced 

In  Clearance  Areas 

Persons 

Families 

1 .Houses  unfit  for  human 

habitation  ...  ...  ... 

29 

2 

1 

2. Houses  included  by  reason  of 
bad  arrangements  etc.  ... 

5. Houses  on  land  acquired  under 

- 

- 

- 

Section  43  (2)  Housing  Act, 

1 957 

21 

2 

- 

Nvt  in  Clearajice  Areas 

4. As  a result  of  formal  or 

informal  procedure  under 
Section  I7(l)  Housing  Act, 

1957 

5.ijOcal  Authority  owned  houses 

5 

Q 

y 

3 

certified  unfit  by  Medical 
Officer  of  Health 

5 

1 

6. Houses  unfit  for  human  habit- 

at ion  where  action  has  been 
taken  under  local  Acts  . . . 

- 

7.”nfit  houses  included  in 

Unfitness  Orders  . , ... 

— 

— 

Number  of  Unfit  houses  closed  : - 

8. under  Sections  l6(4),l7(l) 

6 

and  35  (l)  Housing  Act, 1957 

9. Under  Sections  17(3)  and  26 

14 

2 

Housing  Act,  1957  ••• 

10. Farts  of  buildings  closed 

■ 

under  Section  l8,  Housing 

Act,  1957  

1 

- 
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UNFIT  HOUSES  MADE  FIT  AND  HOUSES  IN  FHICH  DEFECTS  ^.^ERE 

REMEDIED 

By  Owner 

By  Local  Authority 

1 1 , After  informal  action  by  local 

authority  . c . ...  ...  ... 

12. After  formal  notice  undui’ 

14 

(a) Public  Health  Acts 

(b) Sections  ~ and  l6  Housing 

Act,  1957  ... 

- 

- 

13. Under  Section  24,  Housing  Act, 

1957  . o ^ ...  ... 

- 

- 

TOIFIT  HOUSES  IN  TEMPORARY  USE  (Housing  Act,  1957) 

Number  of 

Numbe^r  of  separate 

Houses 

dwellings  contained 
in  column  (l  ) 

(1) 

(2) 

14- Retained  for  temporary  accommodation 

(a)  Under  Section  l+o 

- 

- 

(b)  Under  Section  17(2) 

- 

- 

(c)  Under  Section  1+.6 

- 

- 

15. Licensed  for  temporary  occupation 

under  Sections  34  or  53  • ■ ♦ 

— 

PURCHASE  OF  HOUSES  BY  A&REEMENT 

Number  of 

Number  of  occupants 

Houses 

of  houses  in 

Column  (l  ) 

(1) 

(2) 

1 6. Houses  in  Clearance  Areas 

other  than  those  included 
in  corefirmed  Clearance  Orders  or 

Compulsory  Purchase  Orders, 
purchased  during  the  year 



I 

» ■ - 

Sisrepair  Certificates 

No  applications  for  disrepair  certificates  were  received  during 
the  ye&T. 
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V/ATEK  SUPPLY 


All  dv<elling  houses  in  the  Borough  are  supplied  vvith  water 
from  the  public  mains,  A recent  survey  revealed  that  there  are  67 
houses  without  an  intei’nal  water  supply  and  sink;  these  houses  obtain 
drinking  water  from  standpipes  in  the  gardens  or  courts  and  in  some 
cases  one  pipe  is  shared  by  many  houses.  Of  these  67  houses,  48  have 
either  Demolition  or  Closing  Orders  on  them  or  are  ripe  for  such  action 
in  the  near  future. 


RODEKT  COriTROL 

Your  Rodent  Operative  carried  cut  systematic  inspection  and 
control  of  vermin-infested 

(a)  dwelling  houses  and  business  premises 

(b)  seT/ers,  on  tv;o  occasions 

(c)  sewage  works  on  four  occasions 

(d)  Shepherd’s  Shore  Water  Works,  on  two  occasions 

(e)  Refuse  tip,  on  four  occasions. 

He  also  destro^^ed  tvjenty-seven  v/asps*  nests  by  gassing  and 
dealt  with  nine  serious  cluster  fly  infestations  at  dwelling  houses, 
by  spraying  with  insecticides. 

This  Council  satisfactorily  continues  to  share,  on  alternate 
weeks,  the  services  of  the  Rodent  Operative  vi/ith  the  Devizes  Rural 
District  Council. 


PETROLEUM  (REGULATIONS)  ACT,  1 928  & 1936 
PETROLEUM  (MIXTURES)  ORDER,  1^9 


Number 

Licensed 

Total 

Uallons 

Revenue 

Kesale  Premises 

8 

29,600 

0.  s.  d. 

9.  15.  0. 

Private  Premises 

24 

18,470 

15.  0.  0. 

32 

48,070 

24.  15.  0. 

I 

All  electrically  operated  and  lighted  petrol  pumps  v/ithin  the 
Borough  are  now  flame  proof  and  fully  in  accordance  with  the  Secretary  of 
States  iicdel  Cede. 

Eive  disused  petrol  tanks  have  been  filled  solid  v;ith  liquid 
concrete.  Pour  nev:  tanks  have  been  installed  in  sand  filled  concrete 
vaults  of  approved  design.  The  tanks  v/ere  pressure  tested  and  licences 
issued. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 


Part  I of  the  Act 


Numb  er 

Number  ol 

Preiaises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

i.  Factories  in  which 
Sectirn  1.. 2,5,4  end 
6 are  to  Le  enforcec 
hy  Locrl  Authorities 

i 

55 

21 

9 

Nil 

ii.  Factories  not 

.incD.uded  ir  (i)  an 
v.hich  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Logs 
Authority  ... 

il 

65 

15 

2 

Nil 

iii.Oth'cr  premises  in 
which  Section  7 ic 
enCorcod  by  the  Logs 
A-uthoritj’  (excluding 
out-wcrkers'  premise 

I 

i 

.1 

2s)  5 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

105 

— 

59 

11 

L 

Cases  ir.  "rhich  Defects  were  found 


— 

ParticuD.a'cs 

1^0. 

of  cases  ir 
found 

T^hich  defects  r/ere 

Ho.  of  cases 

in  which 

prosecutions 

T/ere 

Ref err 

ed 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M, 
Inspector 

instituted, 

/ \ 

-•  \ 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

1 

T.'c-'.t  'f  cT  ear.liress 
(S,  0 ..  ...  I 3 

8 

— 

In  ?f I'e c t i. ve  C "ainage 
of  flc'..  s (C.6)  . 2 

N / I 

2 

- 

- 

- 

'^nitai';,  Gc-..'cr- 
iencfs  fS-7/ 
Unsuitable  ^r 
def ecti-e 

Not  serarate  for 

5 

4 

■ 

- 

- 

Si-'ies 

“ 

“ 

i 

1 J-O'vc.— 

■ — — 

15 

14 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

■ 
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SMITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  TliE  BOROU&H 


Food  and  Drugs  Act 

Food  Hygiene  (G-eneral)  Regulations  1960  227 

Food  Inspections  241 

Slaughterhouse  (Hygiene)  Regulations  i960  2 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations 

Milk  Sampling  1 7 

Retail  Dairies  (Routine  visits)  13 

Housing  and  Rents  Act 

Housing  Inspections  226 

Overcrowding  complaints  3 

Rent  Act  Nil 

Improvement  Grants  104 

Visits  re:- 

freneral  complaints  28 

Public  Health  Nuisances  45 

Public  Health  Nuisances  Abated  31 

Works  in  progress  59 

Vermin  Infestation  18 

Verminous  Persons  1 

Irifecticus  Disease  1 

Disinfection  after  Pulmonary  T.E.  1 

Common  Lodging  Houses  1 

Drains:  smoke  tested  15 

colour  tested  5 

water  tested  14 

Disinfestation  of  premises  5 

Miscellaneous  265 

Caravan  Sites  - Control  of  Development  Act  i960  5 

Factories  Act  1937  - 1959 

Inspections  49 

Outworkers  Nil 

y'iscellaneous 

Shops  Act  4 

Rodent  Control  48 

Disease  of  Animals  (Wasto  Food)  Order  1 957  25 

Petroleum  Acts  87 

Air  pressure  rests  applied  to  petroleum  tanks  5 

Slaughterhouse  (Hygiene)  Reports  to  Committee  and  Factory 

Management  1 

Slaughterhouse  licences  renewed  1 

Slaughterhouse  licences  issued  3 

Irlcrmal  letters  sent  227 

Statutory  Notices  served  3 

Caravan  Site  report  1 

Miscellaneous  1 56 

Interviews  with  Builders/Owners/Representatives  131 
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